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Power transition does not occur in a vacuum. Reactions from regional actors influence 
both attempts to shape regional order and the nature of the resulting system. In this light, 
the talk examines how disparate responses to power transition by regional actors in the 
Asia-Pacific aggregate to exacerbate or temper the contemporary security dilemma 
between China and the United States. Chong investigates how individual efforts by Asian 
states to safeguard their interests under the uncertainties of power transition can 
collectively affect Sino-U.S. ties today.  He contrasts the contemporary period with other 
moments of apparent U.S. drawdowns in Asia between the 1950s through the 1990s. 

Ja Ian Chong is assistant professor of political science and an associate research fellow with the 
East Asian Institute at the National University of Singapore. He previously worked with the 
Centre for Strategic and International Studies in Washington, D.C. and the Institute of Defence 
and Strategic Studies in Singapore, and was a Princeton-Harvard China and the World Program 
fellow. Dr. Chong’s work crosses the fields of international relations and comparative politics, 
with a focus on security issues relating to China and East Asia.  His work appears in a number of 
journals, edited volumes, and newspapers, including the China Quarterly, The European Journal 
of International Relations, International Security, and Security Studies. Dr. Chong is author of 
External Intervention and the Politics of State Formation: China, Thailand, Indonesia – 1893-
1952, Cambridge University Press, 2012, winner of the 2014 Best Book Award from the 
International Security Studies Section of the International Studies Association. 
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