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Recent Developments in North Korea:
Succession and the Prospects for Reform

North Korea has undergone its second familial succession, raising questions about both the
future political stability of the country, the prospects for reform and the status of nuclear
talks. Drawing on new research on both the political leadership and the political economy
of North Korea, Prof. Haggard considers developments within the country but also the
policy options facing the South Korea, China and the United States.
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Stephan Haggard is the Lawrence and Sallye Krause Distinguished Professor at the
Graduate School of International Relations and Pacific Studies (IR/PS) at the University
of California, San Diego (UCSD). He has written widely on the international relations
and politics of the Asia-Pacific, including Pathways from the Periphery (1990), The
Political Economy of Democratic Transitions (1995, with Robert Kaufman), The
Political Economy of the Asian Financial Crisis (2000) and Development, Democracy,
and Welfare States: Latin America, East Asia and Eastern Europe (2008, with Robert
Kaufman). He has recently conducted extensive research on North Korea with Marcus
Noland, and written two books on the country: Famine in North Korea: Markets, Aid
and Reform (2007) and Witness to Transformation: Refugee Insights into North Korea.
They have conducted surveys of Chinese and South Korean firms doing business in
North Korea for a third volume on the North Korean political economy.
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