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Since China has embarked on the path of reform and opening-up, its regional development and forms of growth pole
distribution model have been enriched and changed continuously. Regional economic development strategy also has
been constantly evolving and adjusting, forming a new pattern of regional economic with features of integration,
network structure and the coexistence of multiple growth poles. Under the new pattern in the regional economy, the
number of types of regional development strategies’ function has been increasing and refining. Different functions are
shown in the recent introduction of special type of intensive experimental area and regional development planning.
Regional development strategy adjustment not only leads to changes in the pattern of China's economy, but also affects
the relationships between central and local governments at a deeper level. Based on the characteristics of China's
regional economic development strategy, this paper will analyze changes in the intergovernmental relations during the
adjustment of national regional development strategy.

Professor Long Yang, Ph.D. in Political Science, graduated from Jilin University in China. His research
interests include China’s Political Economy, Politics of Development, and Western Political Thought. He is
Director of Asia Research Center in Nankai University and a former Executive Dean of Zhou Enlai School
of Government in Nankai University in China. He is one of the trustees of the Chinese Association of
Political Science, and Vice Chair of Tianjin Association of Political Science in China. He was visiting
scholar in Korea Political Institute, Seoul National University, Korea (1999-2000), Institute of East Asia,
University of Duisburg-Essen, Germany (2007), Dept. of Government & Public Administration, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong (2009), Institute of East Asia , University of Turku, Finland（2010,
Dept. of Politics & Public Administration, University of Hong Kong(2011), and Social Science College,
University of Glasgow, the United Kingdom (2012). His main publications (in Chinese) include Functions
Changing under the New Industrialization (Tianjin People’s Press, 2011); New Political Economics,
(People’s University Press, 2010); Politics of Development (Higher Education Press, 2006); Political
Analysis of Regional Economic Development in China, (Heilongjiang People's Press，2004); Public
Economics (Tianjin University Press, 2003).


