
 The University of Hong Kong 

Department of Politics and Public Administration 

香港大學政治與公共行政學系 

 

 

9/F, The Jockey Club Tower, Centennial Campus, The University of Hong Kong    Tel: (852) 3917 2393     https://ppa.hku.hk/  

Workshop on “Infrastructures in International Relations”1 

University of Hong Kong 

22–23 May 2026 
 

Venue: Faculty of Social Sciences, Jockey Club Tower 

 

Panel format: 

⚫ Presentations have a strict time limit of 15 minutes. 

⚫ Discussants have a strict time limit of 2 minutes each and are encouraged to email full 

comments to presenters afterwards. Each paper has two discussants. 

⚫ Each paper will have 15 minutes for discussion, with an emphasis on audience feedback. 

 

Roundtable format: 

⚫ These are reflection and brainstorming sessions including all workshop participants. 

⚫ Each opener will have 5 minutes to reflect on the roundtable theme. 

 

Workshop Agenda (condensed) 

 

22 May (Friday):  

 

Breakfast and coffee/tea available from 08:30 

09:00-09:10: Welcome and Introductory Remarks 

09:10-10:20: Panel: International Orders  

10:20-11:30: Panel: Oceans and Distance 

11:30-11:45: Break 

11:45-12:45: Roundtable: How Should We Think about Infrastructure in IR? 

13:00-14:30: Lunch  

14:30-16:15: Panel: Development Finance 

16:15-16:30: Break 

16:30-18:15: Panel: Chinese Global Infrastructure 

 

23 May (Saturday):  

 

Breakfast and coffee/tea available from 08:30 

09:00-10:45: Panel: Technology and Power 

10:45-11:00: Break  

11:00-12:00: Roundtable: Infrastructure and Chinese Foreign Policy 

12:00-13:30: Lunch  

13:30-15:15: Panel: Statebuilding 

15:15-15:30: Break 

15:30-16:30: Roundtable: Brainstorming Theory and Data Gaps, and Next Steps 

16:30-17:00: Wrap-up 
 
 

 
1 This workshop is generously supported by the University of Hong Kong Lasting Impact Fund – Young Scholar 

Scheme as well as HKU’s Department of Politics and Public Administration and Faculty of Social Sciences. 

Inquiries can be sent to Professor Austin Strange (astrange@hku.hk). 
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Workshop Agenda (with papers, presenters in bold text) 
 

Day 1 (Friday 22 May) 
 

09:00-09:10: Welcome and Introductory Remarks 

 

 

09:10-10:20: International Orders 

 
Aila Matanock, Naazneen Barma, and Susanna Campbell, “Multi-Actor Security Infrastructures and the 

Reshaping of Global Order” 

Discussants: Jesslene Lee, Chad Rector 

Margaret Pearson, Scott Kastner, and Chad Rector, “Building Order in the Shadow of US-China Strategic 

Competition: Peak Institutions, Rival Clubs, or Unilateral Action?” 

Discussants: Soo Yeon Kim, Lucie Lu 

 

10:20-11:30: Oceans and Distance 

Christian Bueger, “Knowing the Sea: Epistemic Infrastructures” 

Discussants: Daniel Nexon, Austin Strange 

Xiaojun Li, “Rewriting Geography: Infrastructure, Chokepoints, and the Politics of Effective Distance” 

Discussants: Guillaume Beaumier, Margaret Pearson 

 

11:30-11:45: Break 

 

11:45-12:45: Roundtable on “How Should We Think about Infrastructure in IR?”  
Christian Bueger, Selina Ho, Swati Srivastava, Austin Strange 

 

13:00-14:30: Lunch 

 

14:30-16:15: Development Finance 

Susanna Campbell, “A Shock to Whose Ecosystem? The Effects of USAID's Withdrawal in the World's Most 

Fragile States” 

Discussants: Nicholas Bau, Jing Qian 

Simone Dietrich, Nicolas Bau, Jihye Park, and Jing Qian, “DFI Investment Strategies and Private Participation 

in Infrastructure Finance” 

Discussants: Aila Matanock, Keyi Tang 

Soo Yeon Kim and Jesslene Lee, “The Politics of Procurement at the AIIB” 

Discussants: Chad Rector, Karl Yan 
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16:15-16:30: Break 

 

16:30-18:15: Chinese Global Infrastructure 

Bo Li, Priyanka Sunder, Amy King, and Wenting He, “Beyond Construction: China’s Life-Cycle Conception of 

Global Infrastructure Initiatives” 

Discussants: Alicia Chen, Swati Srivastava 

 

Keyi Tang and Hong Zhang, “Contractor-Driven Debt: Corporate Influence in Chinese Lending” 

Discussants: Simone Dietrich, Jing Qian 

Lucie Lu, “The Builder’s Dividend and the Owner’s Curse: How Green and Brown Energy Projects Shape 

Local Perceptions of Chinese Influence in Africa” 

Discussants: Nicholas Bau, Susanna Campbell 

 

18:30: Dinner 

 

Day 2 (Saturday 23 May) 
 

09:00-10:45: Technology and Power 

 
Guillaume Beaumier, Lars Gjesvik, and Ole Willers, “Infrastructural Power and the European Pursuit of 

Digital Sovereignty in the Cloud” 

 

Discussants: Dan Nexon, Xiaojun Li 

Mae Chow, “Competing for Control: US and China’s Infrastructural Power in Southeast Asia’s Undersea Cable 

Infrastructure” 

Discussants: Jesslene Lee, Austin Strange 

Swati Srivastava, “Varieties of Infrastructural Power in the New Global Politics of Technology” 

Discussants: Christian Bueger, Selina Ho 

 

10:45-11:00: Break 

 

11:00-12:00: Roundtable on “Infrastructure and Chinese Foreign Policy” 
Alicia Chen, Xiaojun Li, Margaret Pearson, Jing Qian, Keyi Tang 

 

12:00-13:30: Lunch 

 

 

13:30-15:15: Statebuilding 

 
Alicia Chen and Keyi Tang, “Public Infrastructure Investment in the Shadow of Elections: Evidence from 

Zambia” 
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Discussants: Simone Dietrich, Bo Li 

Selina Ho and Naazneen Barma, “Infrastructure and Authoritarian State-Building Abroad: China’s Projects in 

Southeast Asia” 

Discussants: Callista Chim, Aila Matanock 

Karl Yan and Caixia Mao, “State Building and Mega-Infrastructure Projects: Indonesia and Laos” 

Discussants: Naazneen Barma, Mae Chow 

 

15:15-15:30: Break 

 

15:30-16:30: Roundtable on “Brainstorming Theory and Data Gaps, and Next Steps” 
Guillaume Beaumier, Soo Yeon Kim, Daniel Nexon, Chad Rector, Karl Yan 

 

 

16:30-17:00: Wrap-up 

 

 

18:00: Dinner 
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Workshop participants: 

1. Naazneen Barma, University of Denver 
2. Nicolas Bau, University of Geneva 
3. Guillaume Beaumier, École nationale d'administration publique (ENAP) 
4. Christian Bueger, University of Copenhagen 
5. Susanna Campbell, American University 
6. Alicia Chen, Stanford University 
7. Callista Chim, University of California-San Diego 
8. Mae Chow, National University of Singapore Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy 
9. Simone Dietrich, University of Geneva 
10. Selina Ho, National University of Singapore Lee Kuan Yew School of Public Policy 
11. Jessica Hun, University of Hong Kong 
12. Ibrahim Murat Kara, Lingnan University 
13. Soo Yeon Kim, University of British Columbia 
14. Jesslene Lee, University of Toronto 
15. Dov Levin, University of Hong Kong 
16. Bo Li, Australia National University 
17. Xiaojun Li, University of British Columbia 
18. Lucie Lu, St. Mary's University 
19. Aila Matanock, University of California-San Diego 
20. Daniel Nexon, Georgetown University 
21. Margaret Pearson, University of Maryland 
22. Jing Qian, NYU-Shanghai 
23. Chad Rector, Marymount University 
24. Swati Srivastava, Purdue University 
25. Austin Strange, University of Hong Kong 
26. Xiaoling Tan, University of Hong Kong 
27. Keyi Tang, ESADE Business School 
28. Karl Yan, Chinese University of Hong Kong-Shenzhen 
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